





You are welcome

In the name of the one

who was hated by many

and betrayed by his friends,

we welcome you.

Here you may pause in your travels,
safe from the darkness.



By the power of the one

who lived in weakness

and had no soft bed to lie in,

we open our space.

Here you may rest from your troubles
and soothe weary limbs.

Through the love of the one

who cared for all who came

and yet was rejected by society,

we accept you as you are.

Here you may lay down your defences
and be yourself.



1: the creation

Genesis 1, vv 1-5, 26-8, 31






2: the fall

Genesis 3, vv 8-15, 17-19



Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God
as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”

He answered, “| heard you in the garden, and | was afraid
because | was naked; so | hid.”

And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten from the tree that | commanded you not to eat from?”

The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave
me some fruit from the tree, and | ate it.”



Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you
have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”
So the Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all

livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly
and you will eat dust all the days of your life.

And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head,
and you will strike his heel.”



To Adam he said,

“Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree
about which | commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it’,
cursed is the ground because of you; through painful tolil
you will eat food from it all the days of your life.

It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat
the plants of the field.

By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you
return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust
you are and to dust you will return.”



cursed enmity
crush strike painful
sweat dust




creation groans
In bondage
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lord have mercy
christ have mercy
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lord have mercy
christ have mercy
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christ have mercy
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christ have mercy



3: the people
who walked
In darkness

Genesis 3, vv 8-15, 17-19




THE PEOPLE

WHO WALKED
IN DARKNESS
HAVE SEEN

A GREAT LIGHT.

ISAIAH 912



4:1salah’s vision
of the kingdom

Isaiah 11, vv 1-3a, 4a, 6-9
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The wolf will live with the lamb, the
leopard will lie down with the goat, the

\ aIf aqu_he lion and the yearling

7 togethes, .o 3 ittlg.ghild will lead them.

The infant will play near t'h‘é-"',
and the young child will pu
the viper’s nest.









What Is Your Image of the Kingdom of God?

Take 4 minutes to share one of the following
* Draw a picture

» Share a photo

* Write a response

Virtual Participants: In-Person Participants:
Jamboard Link (Shared in Chat) Jamboard QR Code

https://lamboard.google.com/d/
1egzRMik3KsbAOTDIMGtM1VQQT8 2
a36SbnlhRkN71E/edit?usp=sharing



https://jamboard.google.com/d/1egzRMik3KsbAOTDiMGtM1VQqT8_2_a36SbnlhRkN71E/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1egzRMik3KsbAOTDiMGtM1VQqT8_2_a36SbnlhRkN71E/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1egzRMik3KsbAOTDiMGtM1VQqT8_2_a36SbnlhRkN71E/edit?usp=sharing

5: the annunciation

Luke 1, vv 26-35, 38







6: the nativity

Luke 2, vv 1, 3-7






7:the shepherds

Luke 2, vv 8-16
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You know what it is like to sit with one
you know and love

No words need to be said.
Conscious of each other's preSen
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8: the magi

Matthew 2, vv 1-12
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THE

Martin | The Visit of the Wise Men & the NATIONATL
{Fi‘?eld Escape to Egypt GALLERY
I Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.™

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men to learn from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay homage.”
When they had heard him, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt and paid
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.

Inspired to Follow:
Art and the Bible Story




Workshop of Goossen van der WEYDEN. The Flight into Egypt,
about 1516, NG1084 © The National Gallery, London.
Bequeathed by Mrs Joseph H. Green, 1880.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5N4fWFzVv2E

O: the word

John 1, vv 1-14






God of the new day and the passing night

May we forgive and be forgiven
May past hurts not hold us back
And our vision be renewed



God of the now and the fleeting moment

May we recognise the hurt and
loneliness around us

May our hands

be those that bring healing
And the words of liberation
spill from our mouths



God of our past and all that has been

May we recognise your hand
guiding our story

May we rest in those who loved us
And be ready to leap from the
shoulders of giants



God of our tomorrows

Born into poverty,

dependent on a new mother’s love
May we learn to rely on you this day
And act as if our hope in the future
IS irresistible









